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SUSTAINABLE HEALTH REVIEW — FINAL REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: I rise to inform members that this morning 
I had the privilege of releasing the final report of the sustainable health review, fulfilling another election 
commitment of the McGowan Labor government. After nearly two years of consultation, consideration and 
planning, the final report provides an ambitious blueprint for the future of health services in Western Australia. It 
lays the foundations for the next decade because, put simply, the health system we have now is unsustainable. We 
have made significant inroads in addressing the rate of expenditure growth in health, which has fallen from an 
average of nine per cent over the past decade to under 2.5 per cent in the past two years. However, if we are to 
continue to manage our health expenditure while meeting the needs of our growing and ageing population, we 
must embrace cultural and behavioural change. The final report highlights that we need transformational reform 
in mental health services—for services to be consumer focused, with care in a community setting when possible 
and where appropriate. 

The final report has eight enduring strategies and 30 recommendations, which will support a shift towards more 
focus and investment in prevention and community-based care. I am pleased to inform the house that the 
McGowan government has accepted all of the enduring strategies and recommendations and will invest 
$26.4 million in the 2019–20 budget to support a range of initial projects that will lay some of the critical 
foundations identified in the final report. One of these projects is the relocation of King Edward Memorial Hospital 
to the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre campus. An amount of $3.3 million has been committed for planning to 
begin this exciting project immediately. The final report also highlights the need for increased capacity at key 
pressure points in the health system, such as Peel–Murray, Armadale and Bunbury. 

The Department of Health and health service providers will now commence planning for the implementation of 
the recommendations. Implementation will be overseen by an independent oversight panel, which will report to me. 
I have asked Professor Hugo Mascie-Taylor to lead this committee. I believe that the outcomes and improvements 
identified by the report are achievable and necessary to ensure that patients are always put at the centre of what 
we do. Business as usual is no longer an option; this is our opportunity to ensure that our health services are 
sustainable and innovative, and will continue to provide the best healthcare for all Western Australians. I would 
like to acknowledge the significant work of the review panel lead by Ms Robyn Kruck, AO; participants in the 
clinical and consumer reference groups; and the support staff at the Department of Health. I thank them all for 
their hard work. I take this opportunity to table the report, and I look forward to all sides of the house working 
together to ensure the sustainability of our health system. 

[See paper 2362.] 
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